X                              INTRODUCTION
sion of the sexual question generally, an$ a common-sense approach to the solution of the specific problem of venereal disease, were made by removing from the subject the iniquitous ban of Silence. By the very act of bringing these problems out into the light of day, a complete transformation has been wrought in our mode of dealing with some of the most vital facts of life. These epochal changes tend to a thorough revision of our past standards of individual and social ethics.
While the question of sex education has been slowly but surely gaining recognition during the past decade, the main factor in thrusting this issue into the position of its present importance was the World War, with its many urgent lessons in the need for rational sex enlightenment, in combatting prostitution and venereal diseases, and carrying on a general campaign of sane social hygiene.
The chief task of the writer in the following chapters has been to subject the social processes responsible for these changes to a thorough analysis, classifying all the important factors and tendencies involved, and to give as concise